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To Tat Promprer. 
Barking, Dec. 9. 1734, 


veg ELE poor, lean, ragged Phan- 
“S$ tom, call’d Common Sexfe, ad- 
vertis'd in your Prompter of the 
29th of November laft, bent its 
weary Courfe this Way, quite 
{tarv’d and emaciated ; and was 
gafping its laft, when our late 


tc 


xc 
<< 
<c 
ac 
ce 





“ good Vicar pafling by, took Compafiion on the 


< poor Creature, order'd her Home, and with great 
« Care and Tendernefs reftor’d her, fo that fhe 


-<¢ grew plump and round. He took great Delight 


« inher to his laft Day ; but, alas! to hers, and our 
“ irteparable Lofs, he is dead: — Since which 
«Time, fhe pin’d and dwindled away to a Ske- 
<< Jeton ; till Yefterday, upon the Receipt of your 


-« Advertifement, as we were propofing to fend 


«“ her up to Town again, fhe was fo ftruck with 
« Grief, that fhe had like to have given up the 
< Ghoft ; and in the Diftraction of her Mind, 
< uttered the following Words: — Barbarous Men, 
fend me to that bated Place 
«< again? Was I not obliged to fly from thence for 
« the ill Ufage I received? Was I not laughed at 
«<< by Coxcombs, and abandon’d by thofe that fhould 
« have protected me 2? What do the Theatres ad- 
“ vertife me for ! — They want me not. — Do not 
« they fofter and idolize my bitter Enemy PANTO- 
< MIME? And has not Pantomime iztroduced her 
“< conftant Attendants, Abfardity, Noife, Nonfenfe, 
“< and Puppet-fhow ? Have they not ferv’'d my 
“¢ deay Friend Merit as bad as my felf ? — Ba- 
<< nifh’d her the Theatre? — And put Selt-fufficiency 
< in her Place? Are the Opera’s any more than 
« Sing-fong Concerts? Is there Plot, Meaning, or 
« Connection, iz their Drama's? Do one Third 
“ of the Audience underfland a Word they fay ? 
tc And even thofe who do, Are they a Fot the bet- 
& ger? Are not our Englith Singers (but our, with 
& our Mother-Tongue ? So exgroffing are Italians, 
“< and fo prejudicd the Englith againft their own 
Country, that our Singers are excluded from our 
 wery Concerts ; Bertolli fimging at the Caltle, and 
Senefino at the Swan, to both their Shames be it 


ce fpoken , who, not content with monftrous Salaries 
«¢ at the Opera’s, ftoop fo low as to be hired to fing 
« at Clubs! thereby eating fome Englith Singers 
« Bread. — Noblemen indeed may do what they 
« pleafe; butj when TRADESMEN, Gc. Catch 
« the INFECTION, avd grow FOREIGN-TASTED, 
< What will become of Common Senfe. Here 
« fhe paufed a little, and then went.on. — What 
«are our Theatres dwindled to! Are they not 
« fluffed with Strollers, who vainly conceit them- 
« felves greater than Wilks, Booth, Oldfield, 
«or Porter, &c. thofe Glorious Luminaries of the 
« Stage? And yet thefe BLINKING FARTHING- 
ec CANDLES that fucceed them, have enhanced the 
«< Charge of the Theatre to above double what it 
ce avas, even when the above-mentioned all perform d, 
« and had a Patentee to pay befides. Do not Ma-~ 
<¢ wagers treat Authors like their Menials? Trifle 
<¢ with them, eternally procraftinating ; —~ and when 
«< an Author, with great Submiffion and. Intereft, 
« has got the Mafter to accept his. Piece, Do not the 
«< Players treat him like a Fool, or a Mad-man, 
<¢ chopping and changing their Parts, cutting and 
«¢ mangling bis Play, till they have taken ME quite 
« out, and at laft a& it with an Tikwill? And 
«¢ what bas he to make amends for this? Out of 
<< their great Chavity, they grant kim his Third 
«& Night, if he will but condefcend to go a begging 
< qwith Tickets, among his Friends, and colle 70 
< or 801. by Crowns and hg Aakers: as he can 
< mump it; ery or 801. be muft pay, or they 
<< aon't play: And tho an 801. Houfe is efteemed 
< @ pretty. good one, yet “tis a great Favour done 
< an Author, to accept his Money, and give him a 
& Chance of lofing, as well as getting 20 or 301. 
c¢ — After fhe had vented her Grief, fhe grew 
<¢ better, and talk’d a good deal more. I have 
« taken Minutes down, and fhall fend or conceal 
<* them, as [ find you treat thefe, from 


Your humble Servant, 
VERAX. 
Tuts is not the firft Time tht CoMMON 
SENSE has taken Refuge in the Country, after it. 


has becn driven out of great Cities and publick 
Theatres: 























Theatres. = I am pleafed to obferve, by my Cor- 
refpondent’s Letter, fo much is made of ‘o valuable 
a Snel, — and cannot but recommend to Verax, 
to imitate the Good Vicar’s Example, by taking all 
the Care he can of fo unfortunate a Szray, and not ro 
part with her till puLy DEMANDED by the Managers 
of our Theatres, who have worn a Party-colour’d 
Cap ever fince her Retreat, that has made One 
defpair, difmifs, and not acz, and the Other conjure 
up Fauftulus’s Tall-woren, to as little Purpofe. 


‘Tue great Difregard, that has been fhewn Com- 
mon Senje of late, in all our publick Spectacles, has 
indeed encouraged her but too much, to quit her 
own Palace, and retire into private Houfes ; but 
Verax ought {till to remember, that the Stage 
without Common Senfe, can no longer be what it 
once was, and’ {till fhould be, the School of Youth, 
that there can be no true Wit, or Humour, where 
GemMMON SENSE isnot; and that therefore, whenever 
the Stage is willing to receive its natural Miftrefs 
again, *tis incumbent on Verax to reftore the Fu- 

itive ; for if Opera and Pantomime once get ab- 
olute Poffeffion, by too long an Abfence of Com- 
MON SENSE, it may then be too late. — [ fhall 
do all that lies in my Power, to reftore the right- 
ful Monarch to its THEATRICK THRONE, by 
waging eternal War againft the powerful Ufurpers 
that now govern and triumph over the depofed So- 
vereign. 


PAN TOMIME feems to have loft Ground, by 
changing’ #ts Majer, and is. now got into fuch 
blundering Hands, that I have ftrong Hopes fhe 
will not be /omg-liv’d. 


THe more dangerous Attacks will, I fear, come 
from the Power of Sound. — Opera, not content 
with having one Theatre to irfelf, has already taken 
Pofleffion, two Days in the Week, of that of Co- 
vent-Garden, and banifhed both Tragic and Comic 
Mufe from_thence: But I have great Reafon to 
believe it ‘Will-not hold its Ground there above 
this Seafon. — As to the invincible Farinelli, — | 
defpair of getting the better of him, unlefs Peace 
_is reftored, and a Door be open’d for him to return 
to his native Clime, or fome good wholefome 
BrrrisH Fog get down his Throat, and {poil 
his Singing. —~ For if the War was to continue, 
nd we to be overflowed thus perpetually with an 
nundation of frefh Singers, the ENGLIsH would 
become Italians, and the IraL1aNs Englifh. — A 
Transformation, no lefs advantageous to them, than 
difbonourable to us. — 


{ caNNor clofe this Paper, without taking No- 
tice of a new Enemy, that has invaded our Coun- 
try this Winter, and continues his Attacks four 
times 2 Week, with very great Succefs. As the 
General of thefe Foreign Troops, has fhewn him- 
felf not only an able Aéfor at the Head of his little 
Corps, but a moft confummate Po/liticiaz, by for- 


bearing to attack his too powerful OpPosiTr, and 
cealing his Hoftilities the Nights the other takes the 
Field, { wou'd advife the Briti/h Leaders of our 
Dramatick Forees (for the Exg/i/> were ever too 
hard for the Freuch in the Field) fince Harleguin 
muft tread the Briti/b Stage as YET, to fight this 
affuming Foreigner with his own Weapons, and give 
their Harlequins TONGUES, as Well as FeeT. — 
Tranflators are not wanting, if Invention flages, 
among the Dependants of the Managers ; and Le 
Theatre Italien, aswell as other Foreign Magazines, 
opens a large Field for Plunder. — For my part, I 
do not fee why Harlequin thould not {peak Exgli/h, 
as weil as Freach. — An Engli/b Joke, has as much 
Salt in it, as a Fretch one ; and Englifb Senfe, at 
leaft, is as good Sterling, as French. — As true a 
Lover of my Country as I am, [ muft confefs [ 
have been both INsTRUCTED, and DIVERTED, by 
the French Harlequin. — Why may not I be 
equally MoveD by an Exglifb one ? — What! thalk. 
it be faid, that the Englith copy nothing from the 
French, but their Follies, or their Vices ? 


I am the more earneft to engage our Managers 
to attack the Frezch in their own Way, as I forefee 
by the Encouragement given them, they are likely. 
tO CONTINUE among us. — Their Field of Action, 
at prefent, is indeed narrow ; but if, by any artful 
Management, they fhould, in Procefs of Time, get 
Poffeflion of any !arger Portion of Dominion, that 
lies wafte in the Hands of the preferit Owner of 
it, and ftretch their Empire more City-wards, & 
tremble at the Confequences. — Subfcriptions are 
already begun. — The Butterflies that ufed to dif 
play their gilded Wings at both the Theatres, dire& 
their Flight towards the Hay-market,-as the Ren- 
dezvyous of the better Company. — People of 
Quality already ftudy French, for the fake of under~ 
ftanding what Harlequin /ays. — If the Middling 


Gentry and Trades-Folks fhould follow their Ex- | 


ample, and take it in their Heads, to look upon 


the French ‘Theatre, as a Nurfery of Language, to | 


breed their Children in, by making them improve 
by Diverfion, 1 am not a little apprehenfive of a 
Succels very detrimental to our Exgli/> Theatres. ~ 
If therefore our wife Managers are not too wife, 
to difregard a Prompter without Doors, that con- 


fults their Interefts more than they do themfelves, ~ 


they will, if they cannot at once open their Har- 


LEQUIN’s Mouths, at leaft tranfplant into their Paz- | 


tomimes, fuch of thg® French Harlequin’s Geftures, 


and Tours, as are expreft in dumb Shew on the ~ 
French Theatre. — This, befides the Novelty of © 
it in-ours, will render Mr. Francifque {o common, | 


that it will be no Rarity to fee him: And thus the 
Edge of Curiofity once worn off, and Harlequin 


WELL TRANSLATED, Our Theatres will be pro-. 
tected from Foreign Invafion, and the Exglifb ftill - 
maintain their Right of diverting au Englifh u- 


dience. 
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